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The Labeling Theory
The labeling theory, developed in the 1960s, blames authorities for labeling powerless individuals, which results in criminal and deviant actions (Payne, 2019). This theory relates to interactionalism. Here, social control agents label the disadvantaged as deviant and criminal. Since this labeling is based on stereotypical assumptions, various adverse effects arise. For example, individuals may develop an illegal profession or deviancy amplification to counter the false incitement by the law enforcers. The theory incorporates four critical concepts to explain the origin of crime. First, it argues that criminal actions are sociology constructed. Here, an act that hurts a person or the community becomes criminal if those in power label it. Secondly, negative labeling is done with bias where influential people are excluded even though they engage in wrongful doings. Thirdly, labeling causes real consequences, including the effect of a self-fulfilling prophecy. Lastly, labeling theory presents a value position that advocates for the creation of policies that prohibit labeling small actions as deviant.
Although the theory puts across various points on criminal behaviors, I might disagree with its perception that crime results from labeling entirely. Again, I would not champion the use of the theory as a defense in a criminal trial. But why? The approach tends to generalize crime by pinning it to one cause. Arguing that all criminal activities in society are a product of mistakes made by those in power is deficient. If this theory gets adopted in trial for crime suspects to use, the level of crime may rise significantly. The reason is that all criminal cases would be argued on the basis that the suspect engaged in crime because of the authorities. This argument would make it difficult for the prosecution to provide enough evidence to prove the opposite. The last result would be a re-repetition of crime by the same suspects since he would argue in the same line of authorities' labeling if returned to court.
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